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The Upwey Corridor is land belonging to the Dandenong Ranges National Park (fig. 1), 

providing a significant bio-link from the Sherbrooke Forest unit in the east, to the 

Ferntree Gully unit in the west. The corridor contains ecological vegetation classes, and has 

been recognised as an area of zoological significance (McMahon & Thomas 1993). The 

vulnerable Slender Treefern (Cyathea cunninghamii), Sooty Owl (Tyto tenebricosa) and 

Powerful Owl (Ninox strenua) occur along the sloping gullies, and Greater Glider (Petaurus 

volans) and Yellow-bellied Glider (Petaurus australis) were recorded here in 2011, both of 

these species considered regionally significant. The Superb Lyrebird (Menura 

novaehollandae) also breeds in the tract of tall eucalypt forest along Ferny Creek. 

Forest restoration works began in 2007 when Bill Incoll began assessing the Upwey Corridor 

for its environmental importance. He concluded that the corridor had excellent natural 
values, but a serious weed problem. Along with weed problems,  an unmaintained 

storm water outfall was leaking straight into the seemingly pristine Ferny Creek below the 

Mount Dandenong tourist road. In order to address these issues Bill, with the Friends of 

Ferny Creek, sourced funding from a variety of agencies, including Melbourne Water, Parks 

Victoria, Port Phillip and Western Port Catchment Management Authority and federal 

government (Envirofund, Community Water Grant), while sourcing labour from the local 

Friends of Ferny Creek, corporate volunteers and contractors. Over a four-year period 32 

hectares have been treated for weeds, with the addition of several private properties taking up 

Melbourne Water Streamside Frontage programs on their land. The old and dilapidated grey 

water system was completely retro-fitted and revegetation works carried out in the cleared 

areas of forest. A total sum of approximately $230,000 was spent on the project, and 

works are of course ongoing. If you put a price on the approximately 2000 volunteer hours 

worked so far (and Bill’s expertise in forest management) the total cost of works would be 

substantially increased in that four-year period. 

But before starting work, Bill visited every hectare in the corridor and assessed the 

overall health of the vegetation, giving each hectare a score. He used a method known as a 

Habitat Hectare (HH) assessment.  Four years later, Alex Maisey re-visited the site and did 

the same vegetation assessment as part of a study for his Diploma in Conservation and Land 

Management. On top of the vegetation assessment, a range of fauna surveys were also 

conducted in the corridor. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1. Upwey Corridor map (bio-link marked in green) 

The resulting Habitat Hectare assessment found that the treated hectares showed an overall 

improvement in quality (fig. 2), with all but one hectare gaining a higher quality score 

from 2007 to 2011. This study highlighted the success of the Upwey Corridor Project, and has 

demonstrated a range of organisations volunteer, corporate and government, coming together to 

achieve real, measurable outcomes for the natural assets in the Upwey Corridor. 

 

Figure 2. Comparison in quality score between treated and untreated hectares 

With on-going commitment and a Task Force to keep the momentum flowing, we can hope for 

continued success throughout the Dandenong Ranges. While the Upwey Corridor predominantly links 

Sherbrooke with Ferntree Gully, it is also the birthplace of the waters that flow through Glenfern 

Valley Bushlands. To achieve meaningful results at a landscape level we need to work together 

in our fundraising efforts to streamline our goals for conservation. 


